PASCAL International Exchanges

The PASCAL International Exchanges (PIE) is a project of the PASCAL International
Observatory that provides for online exchanges of ideas and experience between cities
around the world relevant to fostering lifelong learning and building inclusive learning
communities. Information on the operations of PIE may be found on the website of the
project http://pie.pascalobservatory.org

There is no charge for participation in PIE. The only commitment is to prepare a short
stimulus paper on the city of about two or three pages in length which provides a brief
profile of the city and which discusses several themes important in the development of the
city which have relevance to the concept of a learning city. A set of about 5 questions are
included in stimulus papers. Stimulus papers may either take a broad approach across
several important themes, or focus on a particular subject. For example, the Glasgow
stimulus paper has a focus on cultural development and the Bari paper on action to make
Bari a safe city. Participating cities may nominate a number of people in the city to have
access to the PIE web site for blogging.

At present fourteen cities participate in PIE, located across five continents. These cities are:

Glasgow, Cork, Bari, Bielefeld, Kaunas, Hong Kong, Beijing, lida, Vancouver, Dar es
Salaam, Gaborone, Kampala, Dakar, Hume Global Learning Village.

Participating cities vary substantially in size and their socio-economic characteristics.
Stimulus papers from participating cities are posted on the PIE web site to encourage blog
responses from other cities and the PASCAL community of Board members and associates.

The PIE project has evolved since the project was inaugurated in January 2011. During 2011
a Major Themes section was added to the web site to encourage exchanges of ideas and
experience in particular areas relevant to learning and community development in cities.
These themes are: Cultural policy; Responding to social change; Preserving the
environment; Healthy cities; ICT and media; Mobilising civil society. In some cases short
papers were commissioned to launch each of these themes.

A further significant development in PIE related to the development of a case for more
holistic and integrated development in cities that connected aspirations in areas such as
health and well being, environment, culture, and lifelong learning. This case for EcCoWell
cities is set out in a paper titled “Living and Learning in Sustainable Opportunity Cities”
which is available on the PIE web site.



Issues and themes thrown up by the PIE exchanges to date will be explored further in a
number of events during 2013. These will commence at the Cork learning Festival in mid-
March when a special seminar on the EcCoWell ideas is being held on 20 March. All cities
participating in PIE are being invited to the seminar. The first PASCAL held in Asia will occur
in Hong Kong at the end of 2013, probably in November 2013, in partnership with the Hong
Kong Institute of Education, the Hong Kong UNESCO UNEVOC Centre, and other partners.
This conference will consider the theme:

Local communities in cities - a key to sustainable healthy cities

In preparation for the Hong Kong conference, PASCAL welcomes participation by further
cities in PIE, especially with stimulus papers that provide good practice examples of local
community initiatives that contribute to sustainable healthy cities.

PIE has evolved significantly during its short existence and may be expected to develop
further as more cities participate. In a globalised world of constant change, much is to be
gained from sharing ideas and experience in working towards inclusive cities and their
communities that offer learning opportunities and well being throughout life.

PASCAL welcomes participation by further cities in this project. Enquiries may be directed to
the Co-director of PIE, Peter Kearns, at p.kearns@netspeed.com.au




