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OPEN	ANNOUNCEMENT	
	
	
Project:	 VINCE	–	Validation	for	Inclusion	of	New	Citizens	of	Europe		
Agreement:		 580329-EPP-1-2016-1-BE-EPPKA3-IPI-SOC-IN	
Programme:	 ERASMUS+	
Post	required:	EXTERNAL	EVALUATOR	
	
	
PROJECT	BACKGROUND	
	
VINCE	will	develop	university	staff	training	in	Validation	of	Prior	Learning	(VPL),	adapting	existing	proven	
VPL	methods	to	meet	the	specific	needs	of	newcomers	and	refugees	so	that	they	can	access	Higher	
Education	and	more	easily	integrate	into	European	society.		
	
The	flow	of	new	migrants	and	refugees	reaching	Europe	is	likely	to	continue	in	the	coming	years.	The	
European	Commission	recognises	that	education	plays	a	crucial	role	in	helping	migrants	and	refugees	
settle	in	new	countries	and	environments.	From	language	learning	to	the	recognition	of	qualifications,	
education	is	part	of	the	integration	process.	The	newcomers	face	many	challenges	and	among	them	are	
obstacles	to	access	the	labour	market	or	continue	their	studies,	frequently	because	their	competences	
are	not	easily	recognised	in	the	host	society	(their	skills	and	knowledge	may	not	fit	into	predefined	
bureaucratic	policies	and	procedures,	documentation	is	lacking,	or	the	curriculum	they	followed	does	
not	match	certification	structures	in	the	host	country).		
	
VINCE	will	develop	university	 staff	 training	 in	VPL,	adapting	existing	proven	VPL	methods	 to	meet	 the	
specific	needs	of	newcomers	 so	 that	 they	can	access	Higher	Education	and	more	easily	 integrate	 into	
European	 society.	 The	 process	 will	 include	 the	 design	 of	 a	 set	 of	 guidelines,	 containing	 fundamental	
information	 on	 the	 culture	 and	 expectations	 of	 Europe,	 the	 host	 country,	 HE	 in	 general,	 the	 HE	
institution	in	particular,	and	the	VPL	arrangements	and	will	represent	a	key	tool	in	designing	the	training	
course	 for	 HE	 teachers,	 validators,	 advisors	 and	 administrators.	 The	 adapted	 VPL	 procedures	 will	 be	
trialled	with	candidates	who	are	themselves	newcomers.		
	
NGOs	will	be	actively	involved	in	the	project,	as	full	or	associate	partners,	to	ensure	that	the	target	users	
and	the	ultimate	beneficiaries	are	reached	at	grassroots	level	and	that	their	interests	are	represented	in	
all	the	project	phases.	The	outputs	of	the	project	will	form	the	basis	of	policy	recommendations	targeted	
at	decision	makers	and	institutional	learners.	
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CALL		
	
eucen	is	seeking	an	external	evaluator	for	VINCE,	to	start	working	in	January	2017	and	continue	his/her	
work	until	the	end	of	the	project	(i.e.	31	December	2019).		
	
Context:	eucen	expects	the	external	evaluator	to	comment	on	the	planning	of	internal	quality	and	
tools;	provide	formative	feedback	and	summative	evaluation	at	the	meetings	that	attends	in	oral	form,	
as	well	as	in	the	middle	and	end	of	the	project	in	formal	written	reports.	The	interim	report	will	inform	
the	consortium	about	strengths	in	the	process,	but	also	about	weaknesses,	challenges	or	constraints,	
while	recommending	possible	solutions.	He/She	will	propose	evaluation	questionnaires	for	partner	
meetings,	visits,	valorisation	events	and	activities,	and	overall	assess	the	final	project	outputs	against	
initial	aims	and	purposes.	
	
In	order	to	be	able	to	assess	the	project’s	progress	adequately	and	to	be	in	a	possition	to	give	useful	and	
relevant	suggestions	for	improvement,	the	external	evaluator	will	attend	the	4	scheduled	project	face-to-
face	meetings	(March	2017,	September	2017,	June	2018,	June	2019)	and	will	participate	in	5	scheduled	
virtual	partners	meetings.	The	dates	of	the	meetings	will	be	indicated	to	the	selected	candidate.	
	
For	the	expected	formative	evaluation	the	external	evaluator	will	perform	the	following	tasks:	
	

- Proposition	of	a	detailed	progress	evaluation	plan	at	the	beginning	of	the	project	
- delivery	of	one	interim	evaluation	report	(June	2018	–	exact	date	will	be	confirmed)	which	will	

inform	the	consortium	about	strengths,	weaknesses,	challenges	or	constraints	in	the	processes,	
and	recommend	solutions.	

- delivery	 of	 one	 final	 evaluation	 report	 (December	 2019)	 evaluating	 the	 process	 input	 and	
outcomes	in	terms	of	meeting	the	original	aims	of	the	project.	

	
Profile:	The	successful	person	should	demonstrate	proficient	knowledge	in	evaluation	and	quality	
assurance	process	and	assessment,	applied	experience	in	validation	of	non-formal	and	informal	learning	
(VNIL)	and	solid	work	done	in	the	social	dimension	of	universities.	Experience	in	management	and	
training	trainers	will	be	also	important.	
	
Conditions:	The	project	foresees	a	maximum	of	15	full	days	of	work,	remunerated	on	a	daily	rate	basis.	
The	contract	shall	be	awarded	to	the	tender	offering	the	best	price-quality	ratio.	Travel	and	subsistence	
expenses	for	all	meetings	mentioned	above	will	be	covered	in	addition.	
	
HOW	TO	PROCEED?	
	
eucen	will	only	accept	dated	and	signed	offers	to	undertake	this	task	until	12:00	a.m.	(CET)	on	Friday	
27	January	2017.	The	offers	must	be	prepared	in	English	language	and	must	contain:		
	

• a	dated	and	signed	letter	of	interest	to	undertake	this	task		
• a	quotation	for	the	work	to	be	undertaken	
• an	updated	CV		

	
These	documents	must	be	sent	in	pdf	by	email	to	eucen	(vince@eucen.eu)	specifying	the	name	of	the	
project,	the	agreement	number	and	the	post	required	as	shown	at	the	beginning	of	this	document.	For	
further	 details	 about	 this	 project	 or	 about	 this	 particular	 announcement,	 please	 contact	 eucen	 at	
vince@eucen.eu	 


