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Micro-credentials – the European approach

Objective MC: a means of achieving the goal of more
flexible learning pathways

Heterogenity regarding the definition

− The Council of the EU (2022, p.13):"'Micro-credential’ means the 
record of the learning outcomes that a learner has acquired 
following a small volume of learning" 
https://education.ec.europa.eu/education-levels/higher-
education/micro-credentials

− Several approaches around Europe - a variety of projects (e.g. 
https://microcredentials.eu/about-2/microbol/) 

− No uniformly meaningful definition

https://education.ec.europa.eu/education-levels/higher-education/micro-credentials
https://microcredentials.eu/about-2/microbol/
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Reasons for MC

• The ongoing changes in European labour market - increasingly calling for 
more flexible possibilities for up- and reskilling of all types of learners 
throughout life. Half of the current workforce, at all qualification levels, will 
need to update their skills within the next five years. 

• More flexible and modular learning pathways to better adapt to the needs of 
a wider range of learners.

• Digital and green transitions influencing the way we work - a tendency 
towards increasingly frequent job changes on the labour market.

(European Commission, 2020)
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Opportunities

(Wissenschaftsrat, 2022, P. 32; HRK 2023, P. 9-10)
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Challenges

− Legal frameworks

− Funding logic – costs for developing MCs

− Recognition and credits – stackability

− Quality assurance: lack of uniform understanding of quality

− „The canon of knowledge is in danger of becoming fragmented“ 
(HRK, 2020, S.4 - translation); The principle of holism and structure 
should not be "replaced by the arbitrary accumulation of small 
and very small learning units“ (Bundesrat 2022, S. 2, translation)

− No uniformly meaningful definition
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MC: ECTS in Europe (some examples)

Sweden: 
everything
modularized

(5 or 7.5) 

Spain: 
max. 15

Ireland: 
6

Germany: 
1-9

Portugal: 
1-12

Netherlands: 
1-15

Italy: 
6-12

Switzerland: 
max. 9

Finland: 
everything

modularized 
(1-59)

UK: 
5 or 10

Austria: 
5-15
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DE: DGWF definition for continuing education

https://dgwf.net/publikationen.html

https://dgwf.net/publikationen.html
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Example Sweden



9

The Eucen Initiatives

- Positions paper on MC 2021 
– currently being updated
https://eucenstudies.eucen.
eu/position-papers/

- Continuing discussions in 
different forums, 
e.g. Eucen conferences
(next one upcoming in 
Cork, Ireland, 
May/June 2024)

https://eucenstudies.eucen.eu/position-papers/


For discussion

In which direction do we want to
go?

• Ideal credit range, especially for
stackability?

• Safeguards needed regarding the 
stacking of micro-credentials 
towards full degrees? 

• Link to the European 
Qualifications Framework 
(EQF)?: defined levels, standards 
for describing learning outcomes 
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